
 

 

What the research says 

Over the years, there has been a significant amount of research conducted in Ontario on 

the emergency department use of adults with Developmental Disabilities (DD).  We have 

summarized a few key points here, and also prepared a PowerPoint presentation that can 

be used to build awareness in your site. 

 

Key Findings:  
 

1) People with DD have very high rates of ED use. 

 50% of all adults with DD visit an ED in a 2-year period. 

 3-4 times more likely to be frequent visitors. 

 

2) In addition to clinical need, lack of access to prevention and management 

supports predict why people with DD visit the ED. 

 

3) Treatment in the ED is inadequate for many people with DD, and users 

report dissatisfaction.  

 Caregivers not often consulted; follow up often not requested or 

coordinated. 
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Epidemiology
Ontario population study on ED and DD (Lunsky et. al)

• Average # of visits among ED users = 3.0 vs 1.7

• 1.7 times more likely to be admitted

• ED visits can be VERY IMPACTFUL

What does the Research Tell Us? 

PowerPoint presentation 

 

 

Video: Emergency Department 

use among people with DD. 

3

1 in 2 adults with a DD will go to the ED
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https://www.porticonetwork.ca/documents/38773/60468/DD+in+the+ED+What+the+Research+tells+us/4037ce5d-d240-4ee7-a455-f0aadab2a849
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tmBTntnD40
https://www.porticonetwork.ca/documents/38773/60468/DD+in+the+ED+What+the+Research+tells+us/4037ce5d-d240-4ee7-a455-f0aadab2a849
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tmBTntnD40


 

 
PowerPoint Presentation: What does the research tell us?  

Don’t forget: these slides can also be used as posters or screen savers! 

Download the PowerPoint presentation here or at 

www.hcardd.ca 
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